THE FAILURE OF AMELIA

sitting of the court. Amelia, having been formally indicted
upon the statute of dulness, Counsellor Town opened the
case for the prosecution, rehearsing for the enlightenment
of Mr. Censor, the judge, most that had been said by the
critics against Amelia, combined with the babble of the
coffee-houses:

"We shall prove ... to you, Sir, that the Book now at
the Bar, is very sad Stuff; that Amelia herself is a low
Character, a Fool, and a Milksop; that she is very apt to
faint, and apt to drink Water, to prevent it. That she once
taps a Bottle of Wine, and drinks two Glasses. That she
shews too much Kindness for her Children, and is too apt
to forgive the Faults of her Husband. That she exerts no
Manner of Spirit, unless, perhaps, in supporting Afflictions.
That her concealing the Knowledge of her Husband's
Amour, when she knew he had discontinued it, was low and
poor. That her not abusing him, for having lost his Money
at Play, when she saw his Heart was already almost broke
by it, was contemptible Meanness. That she dresses her
Husband's Supper; dresses her Children; and submits to
the Thoughts of every servile Office. That she once men-
tions THE DEVIL, and as often swears BY HEB SOUL. Lastly,
That she is a Beauty WITHOUT A NOSE, I say again, WITHOUT
A NOSE. All this we shall prove by many Witnesses.

"We shall likewise prove that Dr. Harrison is a very low,
dull, unnatural, Character, and that his arresting Booth,
only because he had all imaginable Reason to think he was
a Villain} is unpardonable.

"That Colonel Bath is a foolish Character, very low, and
ill-drawn.

"That the Scene of the Goal [sic] is low and unmeaning,
and brought in by Head and Shoulders, without any Eeason,
or Design.

"That the Abbe is supposed to wear a Sword; in short,
not to descend to too many Particulars, which you will hear

343brought against them.
